
Branson:
Thank you honorable committee members for the invitation to speak with you here today.
The privilege of this situation is not lost on us and we look forward to a sincere dialogue.

My name is Branson Skinner. Together with my wife, Liz Ricketts, I am the co-founder of The
Or Foundation, a registered Ghanaian charity working to catalyze a justice-led circular
textiles economy here in Accra. Our work is centered around the Kantamanto Secondhand
Clothing Market and the many thousands of individuals who have created jobs for
themselves within the market economy reselling and remanufacturing millions of dollars
worth of clothing every week.

We have been operating as an organization in Ghana since 2009.

I am joined today by my partner Liz, by Sammy our colleague and member of our 14 person
team, by collaborator and advisory board member Yvette, and by our colleague Chloe.

We’d like to begin by reading the memorandum that we submitted to the committee on the
29th of September, 2021 as a summary of our stance.

Esteemed Members,

Please receive this memorandum as a record of our extreme concern about the negative
ramifications of the Promotion of Proper Human Sexual Rights and Ghanaian Family Values
Bill. As a charity organization working with vulnerable populations in Ghana we are opposed
to this bill in the strongest possible way. If enacted, the bill will have disastrous
consequences for Human Rights and for Ghana’s economy.

Fundamentally the bill openly and systematically discriminates against members of the
LGBTQ community, denying basic freedoms of expression and subjecting Ghanaians at
large to undue scrutiny from law enforcement authorities and from friends and neighbors
alike. In so doing the bill runs counter to principles of freedom and justice on which the
nation was founded. Under the proposed legislation, writing this letter would be illegal.

Within the discriminatory framework of the bill is a dangerous path toward a police state,
where the act of existing is in itself a crime. We fear that this would irrevocably change the
social fabric of Ghana.

Outside of Ghana the bill jeopardizes the nation’s standing in global affairs and in so doing
will roll back the great progress Ghana has made economically and culturally on the world
stage. Already countless protests have occurred outside Ghanaian embassies around the
world led by diasporans standing firmly against the bill. The image of Ghana as a welcoming
nation has already suffered as a result of the introduction of the bill in Ghana’s parliament.
The passage of the bill will reverse the hard work of the Ghana Tourism Authority in
attracting positive attention from around the world.
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Most notably the UN Human Rights Council along with the UN Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights have condemned the bill and called on your committee to
reject it. The UN report released in August after a thorough analysis conducted by UN
Human Rights experts declares that the bill grossly violates basic Human Rights and
international treaties, such as the absolute prohibition on torture. The UN has further stated
that if enacted the bill is a textbook example of discrimination and amounts to
State-sponsored violence, further noting that the draft legislation runs counter to Ghana’s
impressive record of progress toward certain Sustainable Development Goals. In addition
the Speaker of Parliament for ECOWAS has echoed the severe concerns of the UN Human
Rights Council. As an organization engaged in supporting marginalized communities we join
other groups such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch in fervently supporting
the United Nations’ interpretation of the bill as having no place in a democratic state.

Given the clear violations of basic Human Rights the proposed legislation would also violate
the Human Rights provisions in international trade agreements, chief among them the
African Growth and Opportunities Act (AGOA), which provides tariff incentives for exports to
the United States of America. This would have a devastating negative economic impact for
the country, causing losses to Ghanaian businesses of $720 Million USD annually, which is
the total estimated value of goods from Ghana that would lose preferential access to the
American market should the bill be enacted. AGOA clearly stipulates that a nation is only
qualified for preferential tariff status if the nation “does not engage in gross violations of
internationally recognised human rights.” (Section 104 (A) 3) Considering the definitive
analysis from the United Nations that describes the proposed law as a gross violation of
basic Human Rights, the passage of this bill would trigger the suspension of Ghana’s access
to the AGOA agreement according to the language within Section 104 of the AGOA
agreement. The proposed bill also threatens international loan agreements and aid
packages with organizations such as the World Bank Group and USAID, among other major
lending and donor institutions with Human Rights-based program requirements.

It is important to contextualize this bill within global movements. Language in the bill is a
carbon copy of language used by the World Congress of Families, a group which over ten
years ago worked with members of the Parliament of Uganda to pass a similar
discriminatory bill. The Ugandan law was overturned after the United States of America
implemented sanctions, including travel restrictions, cancelled military support, and
threatened to revoke Uganda’s participation in the African Growth and Opportunities Act
along with rescinding a US $125 Million aid package. The World Congress of Families is
classified by the Southern Poverty Law Center as a hate group, the strongest term of
condemnation for groups intending to inflict harm based on race, ethnicity, gender or sexual
orientation. Adopting this bill would make Ghana’s parliament appear to also be a hate
group.

Rejecting the bill is the only way to stand for the principles of dignity, privacy and freedom
enshrined in Ghana’s constitution. As an organization with the idea of choice in our name
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(the “or” foundation) this is not the Ghana we choose and we sincerely hope that it is not the
Ghana you choose either.

Faithfully,

The OR Foundation team

Liz:
Esteemed committee members, it is my pleasure to be here today. I am Liz Ricketts,
co-founder and director of The Or Foundation.

To contextualize the gravity of the negative economic impact of this bill within Ghana’s
fashion sector we would like to read a statement for the record and for the committee’s
consideration on behalf of our collaborating organization, Osei-Duro, a fellow organization
operating in the fashion space, which has tangibly supported our work at The Or Foundation
over the years. I quote from Molly Keogh, the COO of the company.

Quote

“I wish to address the economic implications of the anti-LGBT bill being discussed now. My
company exports over 10,000 hand batiked garments annually from Ghana to the United
States of America. Our expenditures in Ghana last year were over 400,000 USD. We directly
employ 22 people in Ghana, and indirectly we provide work for at least 200 more people in
Ghana’s textile industry. What we do is only possible because of Ghana’s participation in the
African Growth and Opportunities Act, or AGOA, which allows duty free export and import of
goods like ours made in Ghana to the United States of America. We are just one one of
many businesses that exist because of AGOA. Even with the global pandemic, 2020 saw
nearly 200 million dollars in AGOA registered exports from Ghana to the US, and that
number is increasing today as economic activity resumes with the ebb of the pandemic. How
is this relevant to the anti-LGBT bill? It’s simple. Passing the bill will cause Ghana’s AGOA
status to be revoked. Our goods will no longer qualify for the trade program and the added
duty costs into the US will cause my company to move. Ghana will no longer be a viable
place for us to work and we will be just one of many businesses leaving this country.”

End quote.

Yvette:
Thank you honorable committee members for the invitation to speak with you here today. As
both a native Ghanaian and a returnee this opportunity to contribute to shaping my country
and community is very meaningful to me. I am here today because I stand for the principles
of dignity, privacy, and freedom–the same principles upon which Ghana was founded.
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We must reject the Promotion of Proper Human Sexual Rights and Ghanaian Family Values
Bill.

My name is Yvette Tetteh and I am the co-founder and CEO of Pure and Just Co. a
Ghanaian agribusiness committed to catalysing African potential through climate-smart
agro-processing. Our aim is  to combat rural poverty, mitigate rural-urban migration, and
enhance the value-added agriculture sector to generate higher incomes along the value
chain from rural to urban communities. We are also devoted to nourishment and upliftment,
creativity, positive environmental impact, and social justice and fairness.

We have been in operation since 2018 and have grown from a small team of 4 people to one
of 18–with 70% of our staff being women and all of us youth under the age of 35. For the
past two years we have been working hard to be able to shift our product to the global
market because we want to demonstrate the incredible operational and creative capacity of
Ghanaians on a world stage. Our primary market is Europe, with whom we have preferential
trade agreements and well-established trade lines.

We are finally on our way to achieving our goals, but this bill jeopardises our efforts and puts
at risk our capacity to generate revenue, create employment, and add to economic growth.
Specifically, the bill would most likely eliminate our access to any monetary and in-kind
support from European institutions–even something as basic as trade facilitation.
Discriminating against one group of people –the LGBT members of our family, friendship
groups, and work spaces– would have a much broader impact on development opportunities
for Ghanaians as a whole.

This is because the Promotion of Proper Human Sexual Rights and Ghanaian Family Values
Bill contravenes European Parliament Resolution 2019/2933 (RSP) of December 18, 2019.

The resolution adopted by the European Parliament (EP) on December 18, 2019 states that
“LGBTI rights are fundamental rights, and that the EU institutions and the Member States
therefore have a duty to uphold and protect them in accordance with the Treaties and the
Charter, as well as international law” (point 1). Indeed, in March 2021 the European
Parliament voted a “Motion for a Resolution”, in which it: “Hereby declares the European
Union an ‘LGBTIQ Freedom Zone’ (EP, 2021)”.

If the bill, which villifies and criminalises not only LGBTQI identity, but also any action of
solidarity with members of this community, were to be passed here in Ghana we would most
likely become as a company - and as a country - ineligible for the myriad of support services
available to growing companies interested in doing business with Europe. By simply existing
as a business in Ghana, whatever our personal stance, we would be deemed in opposition
to European human rights standards. Additionally, European institutions operating in Ghana
would stand the chance of being declared illegal, here in Ghana, if they provided assistance
to us and we had taken a stance against the bill and/or engaged in action it criminalises.

This would be disastrous for us.
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For some context, in the past 3 years alone we have received support from The German
Import Promotion Desk, SNV Hortifresh (a Dutch Program), and GIZ Agribiz (a program from
the German development agency), and are in the process of applying to the German
develoPPP program to gain €100k in funding for an export-oriented facility to be situated in
the Eastern Region of Ghana that would create 50+ local jobs in a rural community. From
these different agencies we have received hundreds of hours of technical assistance and
training, and over €50k in direct and indirect financing. For comparison, we are yet to receive
any form of direct assistance from the Ghanaian government.

Business is hard. Agribusiness is very hard. We would not be where we are today without
the assistance we have had from these members of the European Union. We would love to
see a world where Ghana and Ghanaians can exist beyond aid, but in the context of global
capitalism we need to be able to access all opportunities available to us and engage in
international trade with intention and agency.

People have many times asked why an agribusiness producing dried fruit is called, “Pure
and Just Company.” I answer that it is because we have a determined commitment not only
to nourishing the body and moving the country forward–but also to being responsible and
engaged citizens who work to ensure the freedom of access, freedom of expression, and
freedom of existence for every single member of our national community.

Sammy:
Thank you, honorable committee members. I am honored to speak with you here today. My
name is Sammy Oteng, a member of The Or Foundation team.

We also have the privilege today of sharing a statement from a member of the Kantamanto
Market community where our organization has worked for years. While this market retailer
prefers to offer a statement anonymously, their words are no less powerful arguments
against the proposed legislation and for focusing on the issues impacting small businesses
within the informal fashion sector on a daily basis.

A male secondhand clothing retailer in his thirties states, and I quote

”The bill is a distraction from the economic challenges facing us as a country. What’s more it
ignores our longstanding traditions embracing different sexual orientations, including for
instance, the word Supi in the Ga culture, which is a word used to describe relationships
between two women. There is a word to describe these relationships because they have
existed in our culture for ages. They are part of our vocabulary. Most importantly the premise
of this bill ignores Ghana’s proud history as a country fighting for freedom, a leader among
African nations and a beacon of hope for black people and champions of justice around the
world. Even in the USA after George Floyd was murdered, American leadership wore
Ghanaian Kente Clothe as a symbol of black resistance to oppression, with the brilliant
colors woven into our fabrics to celebrate the diversity among us as a people.
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This is our export for the world, but this bill undermines that symbol and the legacy of our
founding fathers who pursued freedom even in the darkest moments of History. Nkrumah
faced discrimination in the USA in the 1940’s in order to stand for freedom for Black people.
Today there are Black astronauts, Black presidents and Black Ivy League students, including
many from Ghana. Indeed, this is the tradition of Ghana: standing for freedom and justice for
people who face discrimination.

But this bill will harm us as a nation both morally and economically.

People will always be who they are. This bill will only force them further into the shadows
and shut them out of vital services like healthcare and education. By recognizing the rights of
LGBT people as citizens of the nation, we can offer education to reduce transmission of
STDs and to help members of our communities, fellow citizens of our nation, seek care in
times of need, as our moral obligation calls us to do. If we don’t recognize our citizens, how
can we support them? How can we call ourselves a nation?

And by throwing away Ghana’s standing internationally the bill throws away direct economic
investments and indirect opportunities with immeasurable value such as scholarships and
educational exchanges that bring enormous benefits to the country, from foreign currency to
tourism levies.

This is about human rights. It’s about economic rights. It’s about moral rights. It’s about our
future. It’s about our past. It’s about our legacy as a nation.

We must reject this bill.”

End quote.

Branson (Was Cut Off Ahead of Time and Notes Taken):
I’d like to share with you a little more about what personally moves me to speak today.

As a teenager growing up in the USA, I was brutally bullied by my peers because they
believed me to be gay. As I sit here today, what seems like a lifetime later, joined by my wife,
Liz of more than 10 years, I have come to understand that the bullying behavior of my peers
was not grounded in any legitimate reason, rather the fickle nature of personal entertainment
at the expense of someone they deemed different. One day it was me. The next day it was
someone else who was subject to their wrath. It wasn’t until coming to Ghana as a 20 year
old and experiencing the free and welcoming spirit of your country that I began to overcome
this trauma. But as I have spent more time in Ghana I have come to see the very real fear
that many members of the community face everyday, the trauma that people live through just
for living who they are. I recognize that it has been my privilege to feel welcomed and
accepted here and I ask you to extend that privilege as a right to all Ghanaians.

I ask that whatever your personal beliefs you stand up to bullies and stand up for every
citizen of Ghana, no matter their economic status, their educational status, their religious
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practice or their sexual orientation. These are the principles that drew me here to your
country as a student many years ago when I studied at NYU with the likes of his late
honorable Nat Amortefieo. These are the principles that guide the work of the organization
that I represent here today. And these are the principals I hope we all share in this room
where the future of freedom and justice may be decided.

As an organization this bill would gravely impact our operations and financial well being.
Funders have indicated to us that they would be hesitant to invest, not only in us, but
hesitant to invest in Ghana as a whole, including reconsidering investments in infrastructure
to revive Ghanaian textile manufacturing.

As the bill is written, in order to comply with the law, as a charitable organization registered
in Ghana we would be forced to discriminate against anyone who comes through our door.

The impact of the loss of investment, the loss of access to foreign markets and the
discriminatory operating environment created by this bill will force many businesses and
organizations to shut down operations within the country. The loss of jobs across the fashion
sector alone will be tremendous. Thousands of jobs in fashion manufacturing and design will
be lost as a result of this bill, impacting not only the newly jobless, but also their families,
their children and the future of the nation.

We come to you today united in our opposition to this bill and we stand at your service to
answer any questions you may pose.
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